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News South Australia

Overworked police prosecutors can’t keep
up with offenders in SA court system
STRESSED and overworked police prosecutors are struggling to crack down on law-breakers
because there are not enough of them to deal with the tens of thousands of cases crossing their
desks each year, the police union says.
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STRESSED and overworked police prosecutors are

struggling to crack down on law-breakers because there

are not enough of them to deal with the tens of thousands

of cases crossing their desks each year, the police union

says.

The Police Association of South Australia says the state’s

140 police prosecutors handle more than 65,000 files a

year on behalf of victims of crime and their families.

The cases include sexual assault, serious assault, theft and

fraud.

Police Association president Mark Carroll said the

organisation recently held a meeting with prosecutors at

the Elizabeth Magistrates Court to discuss their concerns

and was told “there is an acute lack of resources” to deal

with the volume of cases.

“Our police prosecutors have been saying repeatedly that

there’s simply not enough of them to do the work,” Mr

Carroll said.

“If this situation is not addressed it will have a deleterious

effect on members’ health, morale and, ultimately, service

delivery to the public.”

Mr Carroll said he would raise the concerns with Police

Commissioner Grant Stevens.

SA Police is conducting a trial using experienced solicitors

as prosecutors in a bid to ease some of the pressure.

Mr Carroll told The Advertiser the handful of solicitors who

had taken part in the trial had provided welcome relief for

the police prosecutors.

However, SA Police has refused to say how many solicitors

it plans to employ if the trial is successful or whether they

would replace all police prosecutors or continue to work

alongside them.

A police spokeswoman said the use of solicitors aimed to

“introduce a different level of expertise into the

prosecution function in response to increasing complexity

in the law and rules of evidence”.

“While we would not release specific details about the trial

while that evaluation is occurring, overall it has been

regarded as being a success,” she said.

Commissioner Stevens earlier this month told Parliament

he expected the outcomes of the trial to be known “within

the next month or so”.

A proposal to use law graduates, rather than experienced

solicitors, to replace police prosecutors was first mooted in

2013 and but was blasted by the Police Association as a

cost-cutting measure.

The association is in talks with the State Government

about fast-tracking recruitment targets to address

insufficient officer numbers.

The Government came under fire earlier this year when,

for the third time, it broke a promise to increase police

numbers.

It pledged in 2010 to boost the force by 313 officers by

2014.

Last month it extended the deadline to 2020.

Police station cuts ‘put more cops on road’

CHANGES to police station opening hours will return 37

police officers to the frontline, SA Police Commissioner

Grant Stevens says.

Opening hours at the Aldinga, Glenelg, Golden Grove,

Henley Beach, Netley, Norwood and Salisbury stations

have this month been reduced to Monday to Friday, 9am

to 5pm.

All except two of these stations had been open seven days

a week, with hours ranging from 7.30am to 11pm.

The Holden Hill and Sturt stations will continue to open

seven days a week but their hours have been cut from 24

hours to 9am to 9pm.

Mr Stevens said the changes were designed to better serve

South Australians, not cut costs.

“The overwhelming majority of South Australians interact

with SAPOL via phone, and increasingly, using our online

services,” he said.

“There is no relationship whatsoever between the opening

hours of a station’s front

counter and the availability of our members to respond to

calls for assistance.”

However, Opposition police spokesman Dan van Holst

Pellekaan said police officers should maintain a visible

presence at stations.

“In our fast changing world moving towards more and

more digital interaction ... people still say “I need to see

you”, and this is regularly the case when seeking help from

the police,” he said.

“Not only do people need the support of an officer, but

often also the support that access to an open police station

can offer.”

Mr van Holst Pellekaan said Labor’s 2010 and 2014

election promises to fund at least 300 extra officers in SA

had been put off to 2020.

The number of recruits each year was “only just ahead of

the number leaving the force while the work they are

expected to do grows and evolves every year”, he said.

SA Police Association president Mark Carroll has

previously expressed concern about SA Police staffing

levels.

“We will be very eager to watch what (police officer)

numbers are returned to front line duties,” he said.

— Police Reporter Jordana Schriever
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save animals at an Outback
reserve from the effects of the
worst drought in recent memory,
and have received a funding
boost to redouble their efforts.

11

North & North East

Country tradie to face
court over incomplete
work

A country tradesman will face the
Elizabeth Magistrates Court over
allegations he was not licenced
and refused to refund money to
clients.

Most commented

Council frustrates push to
remove ‘extremely
dangerous’ tree

111

UK COVID strain found in
Adelaide medi-hotel patient

98

’Disrespected’ SES volunteers
fear for safety on virus
frontline

74

How did SA’s Liberal pollies
score in 2020?

47

How did SA’s Labor pollies
score in 2020?

33

SPONSORED

HOW FARMERS WILL WEATHER THEHOW FARMERS WILL WEATHER THE
STORMSTORM

Advertisement

SPONSORED

Booth + Booth Real Estate

🌳 ☀

 // NEW RELEASE \\ 

☀ 🌳

propertyshowcase.com/24AdelaideSt
24 Adelaide Street, Maylands
3 Beds | 2 Bath | 2 Car… See More

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE

My Local SA National World Opinion Business Entertainment Lifestyle Sport

Hi, MAdelaide Today 11 °/ 21 °

Advertisement

https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/digitalprinteditions
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/tributes/
https://www.plusrewards.com.au/theadvertiser/offers
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/
https://preferences.news.com.au/
https://preferences.news.com.au/#%23optout
https://preferences.news.com.au/cookies
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/more-information/terms-and-conditions
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/overworked-police-prosecutors-cant-keep-up-with-offenders-in-sa-court-system/news-story/5efd947beba74663bdfa1294e9bccaaf#top
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjsvWOfu6HVhyjitr23qefwjmlb8prnluv-cgZvpH58m3j9ufttDEGL5k4AjbeHzO7X2228MrxfouhIwV9rrVkgBa9Jzzwd2MiqKVakQTcIXQ6zsJDfBm_jfdC2_Lyi5gfeh1EaXJDjJSmihAr_y_ps22y3w4TA_SJM00QCSVAUUZO8s0b2pU40wBflFrg9JQtl4xltvLs9t28_BVGcwJluWtkNOgF11AqwBZZWNv8y_gzEcqriRwqFSs48IBBkImiCC_4Vsa-ASZiBuKoLGfHnBrbC5Eqw%2526sai%253DAMfl-YTIbM-E1OGyspWaSgUQ4pYXp5kAqsWBIHRc-HYkCiMeaKV-cDK0bE4aEiNS6dlW3K8XNYURbwSZD2ImPbESRcQ5bE_49hc9vj1JIaHrPlUdY9z7BNygxPNaN3a3ZdYpGTG0CAzpLDNoTqhGI1ezp3qc%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzFwAgHNSDDdkEAE%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://www.foxtel.com.au/watch/euphoria.html%3Futm_source%3Dnewscorp%26utm_medium%3Dprogrammatic-textlink%26utm_campaign%3Ddec-20%26utm_term%3Dcampaign-1%26utm_content%3Deuphoria
mailto:?subject=adelaidenow.com.au%20-%20&body=Hi%2C%0A%0AI%20found%20this%20article%20from%20adelaidenow.com.au%20that%20you%20might%20be%20interested%20in%3A%20%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaidenow.com.au%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Foverworked-police-prosecutors-cant-keep-up-with-offenders-in-sa-court-system%2Fnews-story%2F5efd947beba74663bdfa1294e9bccaaf
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=134459116574463&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaidenow.com.au%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Foverworked-police-prosecutors-cant-keep-up-with-offenders-in-sa-court-system%2Fnews-story%2F5efd947beba74663bdfa1294e9bccaaf&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaidenow.com.au%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Foverworked-police-prosecutors-cant-keep-up-with-offenders-in-sa-court-system%2Fnews-story%2F5efd947beba74663bdfa1294e9bccaaf
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=&via=thetiser&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaidenow.com.au%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Foverworked-police-prosecutors-cant-keep-up-with-offenders-in-sa-court-system%2Fnews-story%2F5efd947beba74663bdfa1294e9bccaaf
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/overworked-police-prosecutors-cant-keep-up-with-offenders-in-sa-court-system/news-story/5efd947beba74663bdfa1294e9bccaaf#
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/arid-recovery-battles-to-save-animals-on-the-brink-at-roxby-downs-outback-reserve-following-worst-drought-in-recent-memory/news-story/9e79db2bad89dea06bc281e7ffb423d0
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/messenger/north-northeast/paskeville-tradesman-sean-joseph-nelson-of-asl-landscaping-specialist-in-elizabeth-magistrates-court-over-work-in-blakeview/news-story/460110df5f7fbff1d0877e5dc1530881
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/messenger/north-northeast
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/norwood-residents-unite-to-demand-council-permits-the-removal-of-this-extremely-dangerous-sugar-gum-tree/news-story/c0ed8cb1e4adb5911f901e9bdb128dc8
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/coronavirus/uk-covid-strain-found-in-adelaide-medihotel-as-two-new-unrelated-cases-reported-in-sa/news-story/972a44e19007a2a04695aa1540131eed
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/coronavirus/ses-volunteers-association-fears-members-serving-as-frontline-fillins-without-proper-training/news-story/d4fd3158d88adda9cc351187c5d50dc1
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/scorecard-how-the-sa-government-did-in-2020/news-story/9eddd3d61d711bd0aa2d925416b95596
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/scorecard-how-the-sa-opposition-did-in-2020/news-story/cbb2bae83494134018c559fb176c5688
https://trc.taboola.com/newscorpau-aud-theadvertiser/log/3/click?pi=%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Foverworked-police-prosecutors-cant-keep-up-with-offenders-in-sa-court-system%2Fnews-story%2F5efd947beba74663bdfa1294e9bccaaf&ri=ba5db58d2e33a276c8638987eb72f9c0&sd=v2_83a7dc5110ffffb51913463cd43326e7_5be8d019-fe2b-46d4-97b9-104f4cf3d1da-tuct6e2b4d7_1609117527_1609121770_CAwQhfNHGIDWhrnqLiA0KAEwEDiu_QZA84UQSMvC1wNQs5wCWABgAGjSz-LckeqCyXw&ui=5be8d019-fe2b-46d4-97b9-104f4cf3d1da-tuct6e2b4d7&it=video&ii=~~V1~~433599586331527263~~rYKlR7AZa444kcFyazN2M5q2HbpW11p-DNxalOPUXzAZDaMJce4jup1Fuc1iPZHBRMn_0S_e1214ALcf-kGSlPoew2qHyISbADwBJUzKmw6bqfbiC5U7nuJn7Tl_mgluCwTzTV41dJ5lHuy-qcl_oqSCFaW4Ur07zu-jBdA3c0-Wb5QR0SywD_b9D8P97TuvOGg5ydtuvnWFXjj-NLs0lNfqc5A5WX6Mbk6y69TUr38&pt=text&li=rbox-t2m&sig=163dec84e002c041a271bda4a735845a68273085e7b9&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fsponsored%2FMRf7GHXCSGU9FiTAXMpp%2Fhelping-farmers-weather-climate-change%2F&vi=1609121770240&p=ncanative-ibm&r=28&lti=deflated
https://trc.taboola.com/newscorpau-aud-theadvertiser/log/3/click?pi=%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Foverworked-police-prosecutors-cant-keep-up-with-offenders-in-sa-court-system%2Fnews-story%2F5efd947beba74663bdfa1294e9bccaaf&ri=ba5db58d2e33a276c8638987eb72f9c0&sd=v2_83a7dc5110ffffb51913463cd43326e7_5be8d019-fe2b-46d4-97b9-104f4cf3d1da-tuct6e2b4d7_1609117527_1609121770_CAwQhfNHGIDWhrnqLiA0KAEwEDiu_QZA84UQSMvC1wNQs5wCWABgAGjSz-LckeqCyXw&ui=5be8d019-fe2b-46d4-97b9-104f4cf3d1da-tuct6e2b4d7&it=video&ii=~~V1~~433599586331527263~~rYKlR7AZa444kcFyazN2M5q2HbpW11p-DNxalOPUXzAZDaMJce4jup1Fuc1iPZHBRMn_0S_e1214ALcf-kGSlPoew2qHyISbADwBJUzKmw6bqfbiC5U7nuJn7Tl_mgluCwTzTV41dJ5lHuy-qcl_oqSCFaW4Ur07zu-jBdA3c0-Wb5QR0SywD_b9D8P97TuvOGg5ydtuvnWFXjj-NLs0lNfqc5A5WX6Mbk6y69TUr38&pt=text&li=rbox-t2m&sig=163dec84e002c041a271bda4a735845a68273085e7b9&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fsponsored%2FMRf7GHXCSGU9FiTAXMpp%2Fhelping-farmers-weather-climate-change%2F&vi=1609121770240&p=ncanative-ibm&r=28&lti=deflated
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/messenger
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/national
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/world
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/business
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/entertainment
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/lifestyle
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/sport
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/

